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It appears unnecessary to write, one more time, that ani- 
mal, plant and microbial toxins are of major importance as 
specific tools for the development of some aspects of 
fundamental research. The Fourth European Symposium that 
was held in Marseilles (June 24-27, 1981), under the 
sponsorship of the European Section of the International 
Society of Toxinology and with the assistance of the 
Faculté de Médecine, was still further proof that a 
rapidly-increasing number of research workers, especially 
molecular biologists and pharmacologists, consider that 
these natural products may prove to be of great value in 
the understanding of biological mechanisms. Furthermore 
their membership in the Society would be most welcome and 


accordingly I urge them to join. 


This supplement to the journal Toxicon contains a compre- 
hensive report of the proceedings of the Fourth European 
Symposium on Animal, Plant, and Microbial Toxins. No 
participant was excluded and it includes 43 full-length 
papers mainly presented by the lecturers and 74 abstracts 
of the work presented in poster form. This material is 
divided into eight chapters corresponding to each session 


of the Symposium. 


I hope that the reader will appreciate this volume which 
is being published rather promptly thanks to the coopera- 
tion and punctuality of the authors. I am deeply grateful 


to each and every one of them. 


Marseilles, November 9, 1981 


H. ROCHAT 
Editor 
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